Citizens arrest river pollution in China
We would like to share the story of how local citizens have helped to clean up polluted rivers in Zhejiang province in China.
Three years ago, the regional government allocated 140 billion yuan (US$21.5 billion) to the clean-up operation. It launched a campaign to alert the local population of 55 million to the severity of the pollution and the risk to public health, and to publicize its plans and the benefits in the long term. As a result, Zhejiang citizens support the project and voluntarily cooperate to implement it.
Individual rivers are overseen by a government official and a technology expert, whose contact details are posted at the riverside so that the public can promptly report illegal polluted discharges from factories and other sources. The officers then order these discharges to be cut off, knowing that their own promotion depends on swift action and improvements in water quality.
This overall strategy has markedly increased urban water quality (go.nature.com/292hwbi; in Chinese). It has also enabled the government to economize on monitoring equipment. 
Speed restoration of EU ecosystems
The European Union's Biodiversity Strategy 2020 aims to restore at least 15% of degraded ecosystems by 2020, in accordance with the 2010 Aichi targets. With these due for review later this year, we are deeply concerned about Europe's lack of progress towards meeting its own target. In our view, EU member states need to engage properly in the repair of their damaged ecosystems.
All member states failed to honour their commitment to deliver a sound national restoration prioritization framework by the end of 2014, an initiative intended to improve the quality, scale and consistency of ecosystem restoration. This was profoundly disappointing, given the poor state of the environment in large parts of Europe and the need to develop resilience against climate change.
We urge the European Commission and member states to rectify this potentially costly inaction. Ecosystem restoration must be fully integrated into EU and national policies and land-use planning. Fact-based guidelines and regulations should be issued and standards set up for evaluation and progress. Provision of additional Entice Africa's scientists to stay
The Dakar Declaration was put forward at the 2016 global meeting of the Next Einstein Forum held in Dakar, Senegal. It focuses on advancing African science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), with particular encouragement for women and young scientists (go. nature.com/29ra0k6; see also Nature 531, 275; 2016). Previous attempts to create a scientific identity for Africa have met with limited success, so it is crucial to improve the continent's research environment if we are to realize and maintain its potential.
In many African countries, this research environment is characterized by sparse financial, human and capital resources, lack of opportunities and inadequate infrastructure. Such conditions drive many young and talented scientists to leave for other parts of the world.
In our view, plans to move STEM forward in African Build social costs into wildfire risk Marc-André Parisien calls for the fire-science community to draw up maps of wildfire risk based on contributory factors such as local topography, vegetation and weather (Nature 534, 297; 2016). I suggest that incorporating social and economic risks into such maps would increase the effectiveness of fire-management policies.
The insurance and housing industries are likely to discourage construction of fire-sensitive structures in zones designated as high risk in wildfire maps. We therefore need proper accounting of the implications of fire-risk mapping for zoning, taxation and insurance fees. For example, introducing these maps could affect rural communities, which may have to pay higher premiums or be denied fire insurance. 
